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SOURCES: A representative but not exhaustive list of sources for the information displayed in this table includes the 
following: P. Cohen, Brown, & Smailes, 2001; Crosson-Tower, 2005; Erickson & Egeland, 2002; Fantuzzo, Perlman, & 
Dobbins, 2011; Gilbert, Kemp et al., 2009; Gilbert, Widom et al., 2009; Kotch et al., 2008; Manly, Kim, Rogosch, & Cicchetti, 
2001; Mersky & Reynolds, 2007; Milot, Éthier, St-Laurant, & Provost, 2010; Sroufe, Egeland, Carlson, & Collins, 2005;  
C. Thomas, Hyponnen, & Power, 2008; Tyler, Allison, & Winsler, 2006; Twardosz & Lutzker, 2010; R. Whitaker, Phillips, 
Orzol, & Burdette, 2007; H. White & Widom, 2003.

Effects Examples

Emotional 
and behavioral 
problems

Apathy and withdrawal
Low self-esteem
Ineffective coping
Difficulty recognizing and discriminating emotion
Negative affect (e.g., anger, frustration)
Physical and verbal aggression
Violent delinquency
Attention problems
Post-traumatic stress symptoms (PTSD)
Conduct problems and noncompliance
Personality disorder symptoms
Psychiatric symptoms (e.g., anxiety, depression, PTSD)

Physical 
consequences

Death
Failure to thrive
Obesity

Long-term 
consequences

Cognitive deficits (e.g., low IQ scores and reading ability)
Illegal behavior (e.g., delinquency, prostitution, violent assault)
Psychiatric disorders (e.g., dysthymia, PTSD, major depressive disorder, disruptive 
disorders, antisocial personality disorder)
Alcohol problems
Violence against a partner

a disorganized attachment style (Baer & Martinez, 2006; Hildyard & Wolfe, 2002), 
which is a form of attachment characterized by a lack of a coherent style or pattern 
for coping. Neglected children also show deficits in interactions and social adjust-
ment with peers, with many exhibiting more socially withdrawn behavior, decreased 
prosocial behavior, greater conflict with friends, and fewer reciprocated friendships 
than nonneglected children (e.g., Bolger, Patterson, & Kupersmidt, 1998; Crittenden, 
1992; Prino & Peyrot, 1994).

Child neglect also impacts intellectual ability and academic achievement. Findings 
from a large group of studies comparing neglected infants, children, and adolescents 


